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Dr. Ambroſe Dawſon, | 

3 Samuel Horſman, 3 
Sir William Browne, \ © 
Dr. Thomas Addams; |. . Po. 
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Dr. Thomas Batt, 1; „ 

58 Sumuel Honſnan. Treaſurer, „„ 


. Dr. Thomas Lawrence, Regiſter. „„ 


And to the ſt of the Fellows of the College of 
Phyficans, Lox po . 


This DISCOURSE, printed: at their Deſire, i is humbly: . 
dedicated by their much obliged,, 


| and moſt obedient,, * 
: | . humble Servan rvant; . 
STEPHEN HALES. 
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Thou Aae with dun nd Hip, | and bu fenced mah | 
Bones and Sinews. - 8 
da, rein ny pie enced me Liſe ond aur, and thy ui. bath 
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1. TH 0 wwe are an eme d and ſatisfied; chat Go 
ho does whatfoever be pleaſes" in Heaven and in Earth, 
_ + Pfl. xv. 6. is the Author of our Life and Being, and 
chat he has fortried us by his great Power and Wiſdom ; 70 is it 
moſt expedient and uſeful, more particularly to confider, 
| Ground and Reafons of this our Belief, and frequently to retnin 0 
ourſelves, that it is. God bo Bath made us, and not We our 
ſelves, Plal. e. —_—_ That he is the Author of our Being, and 
of all the Bleſſings we enjoy, that it is he who has granted w 
Life and Fuvom. For when we are throuphly convinced of this | 
great Truth, and have a lively Senſe of * it Will teach bel t D Fo 
we are not made for ourſelves only, but that ĩt ĩs our Du 
to endeavour, 70 ghorifie God im ou Body, 3 oler «OT. 15 6 5 
are Gods, 1 Col. vi. 20. "Be has r : 
Purpoſe, to contemplate and adore bim in His Works, both py ; 
and thro? all Eternity hereafter, * ©. * 
And what more natural, or more reatprabts” tan to bag ey I 
mindful of him, to whom we are oblig ed for all that w 5 
er have? God 'has not endowed” us With an e 
capable of knowing and admiting his divine Pe rfections, and 
left it indifferent, whether we. make any Acknowledgments: c 
oy at Fg — he given us Hears cap * of = Ne 
glorifyin without us under an igation to 0 
The vaſt Capacity of ot lying that nothing finite can 
ſatisfie, its matte bie Love of Truth, and the neceffary Love. of 
Happineſs, that is nted in us, are all, 1 many ſtrong, I j 
| Preffions, that our a wiſe Creator Has * in us, power- 


FEM | ; . fully 


. „„ 
fully ſo to determine our Inclinations, towards himſelf the Su- 
preme Good. The Love and Value we have for our Life, ſhould 
make us always thankfully to remember him, who is the Author 
of it. And the Senſe of the Obligation, we have to him, who 
has produced us from nothing into being, ought to riſe in Pro- 
portion to the Complacency and Satisfaction, we have in the 
Enjoyment of Life. There is. none to whom we are more obliged 
than to our Creator, nor whom it more nearly concerns us to 


be mindful of. But tho the Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs of 


God is manifeſt in all his Works, yet are they but too little re- 


garded, by the generality of careleſs and unthinking Men; who - 
fo doat on the ſenſitive Bleſſings. they enjoy; that they are | hat 


- * 1 


too apt to forget the beneficent Hand that beſtows them. And 


tho they live, move and baue their Being in him; yet are they 


unmindlul of him; thus eagerly purſuing the empty Shadow, 
before the real Subſtance, the bounteous Donor of all we are, 
have, or can reaſonably hope for, either here or hereafter. 


When we conſider the Vaſtneſs and Harmony of the great 


Frame of Nature, in which the Divine Wiſdom, Power and 
Goodneſs is diſplayed ; the Variety and Beauty of thoſe, Parts of 
Nature, which come within our Cogniſance, we cannot but con. 
Eliide them to be the Work of an infinitely wile,. powerful and 


b 


good Being. What ſurprizing Variety, yet regular, Harmony 


and Uniformity, appears in every Part, in {mall or great Bodies, 
in Vegetables or Animals! What amazing Skill, What Art in- 


forming, and adjuſting for their proper Uſes, the Parts of Ve- 


getables and Animals! and this, from the ſluggiſh jarcing Prin- 
ciples af groſs. Matter. And alſo the endowing this thus orga- 


nized Matter of Animals, with an active Principle, with variety 


of Iaſtinets and Talents, ., ſufficient for preſerving the living 
Oreatures, and this in proportion to their ſeveral Wants. What 


fnnumerable numbers of Animals have been, and are, with 
| profuſion in a continued Succeſſion, produced uno Life, and 
. blefled with fuch Degrees of Happineſs, as are beſt ſuited to their 
reſpeRive Kinds. And what an ample Proviſion is made, by him, 
% giveth Food to all Fleſh, for the Suſtenance, of almoſt infinite 
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feſts the overflowing Goodneſs and Benevolence of the infinitely 
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f Ae of Animals, that e this Globe! which mani- 
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The more we ſearch into 


his. Works, do much ie — "arid. ſtronger Proofs do we dil. 


cover, of a wiſe Deſign, in every Thing. Wherein we may 


with Pleaſure obſerve, that not only the beſt Means for anſwer- 


ing the intended End, are choſen; but alſo many. good Ends are 


anſwered by, one Means. What a multiplicity, variet: - beat, | 
uſefulneſs, and ſubſervience to each other, may we wi \Pleafure” 


obſerve, in-contemplating the Works of Creation? Not only the: 


 Grandeur'of this our folar Syſtem; and the other: heavenly Bodies; 


declare the Glory of God, but alſo the exceeding Minuterieſs. af 

microſcopical Anita and of component Parts, ſnew forth 
the Skill and Power of the ee The farther Reſearches we 
make into that ine xhauſtible Fund of new Diſcoveries, the Works 

of God, ſo much the higher and more honourable Notions will 

they give us, a the HA] and of his Goodneſs to His 
Creatures.. i - 

And that there is a a Providence, that e Ji” Wen a 
particular Care of this World, is plain from the Conſideration of 
the infinite Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs of God, who can- 
not therefore leave bis Works to the uncertainty of Chance, and” 


Hazard. And from the Nature of ereated Beings, which could 


not long ſubfiſt, without the continual Support of the TO: that 
made them. 

From the wordarfal Order at Loot ind we 3 in all 
the Parts of the World, how confuſed and oppoſite ſoever they 
may ſeem in Appearance. From the reality of final Cauſes, 
ſince all Things, even the moſt inſenſible and inanimate, act for 
ſome determinate End, which they always attain. From the 
ira Conſent of Mankind, d, in all Times and Flaces, the learn 

and the ignorant, the happy and the unha „the politeſt and 
moſt barbarous Nations; wh all agree in oy e is a 
God, who created and ſtill governs I World. From the Teſti- 
mony of Holy Scripture, which all along inculcates this great 
Truth. And 1 there be a Providence, that preſerves and go- 
verns the World, in «whom. all Thin os, Ive, move and haue their . | 
Being; we may thence pray conclude, that he takes a+ 


particular Care of = AIP of Man, the 1 of ail Viſible 


Creatures, 
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convinced of this Truth; 
us, that Man was at firſt erented; 
Divine. Power and Wiſdom, V 


Principle, a firſt Man from whom are deſcended: all Men that 
ever were, or are at preſent in the World. And if the Account 


which the Hiſtory of Moſes gives us, of the Creation of the firſt 
Man, be true, as there is not the leaft Reaſon to doubt but it is ; 


if it de true that God formed his Body of the Duſt of che Earth. 


and breathed into him the Breath of Life, it hence neceſſarily 


follows, that Man is formed by the alone powerful Hand of God, | 
and that we are all his Work and his Creatures. 
For tho God do not in the ſame manner form "BAN 


Bodies, as he did that of Adam, but by Generation; he is not- 


withſtanding, equally their Creator and Father: Natural Means 


do not exclude the Divine Providence; and floggiſh Matter has 
no more Diſpoſition in itſelf to become a human Body, than it 


had at the beginning of the World; neither would it ever receive 
that Do om Form, if God did not cooperate by his peculiar 
Providence. We may know the Divine Author by the Excel- 


lence of the Work; when we carefully conſider the Nature of 


Man, we cannot but be.convinced;; he muſt be the e 
infinitely wiſe and intelligent Being. 
It far excceds.our Capacities, in the leaſt Degroe 0 


into the manner of the Generation of Animals and Vegetables ; | 
Matter cannot work up itſelf with ſuch variety of Art, and fuch 


Regularity, as is obſervable in all kinds of Animals. The pro- 


ducing livigg Creatures, ſucceflively, as the —— dye, the 

raiſing the Individuals in all Tribes of Animals, to ſupply the 
Place of the Former, ſeems to be a renewing Creation; all 
Animals that are produced, begin then to exiſt; they did not 
exiſt before, they have cach a diſtinct Exiſtence of 4 


eir own. 
In the Scale of created Beings, the uniting of ſluggiſh Matter to 


a living Spirit, is the aſcending tranſition. But in doing this, 


mere Matter and mechanical Princi Cannot indue the Em- 


1 ces with a living Spirit: : — cannot perform the Union, © nor 


TE direct 


For both Scripture and Reaſon aſſure 
J, by the immediate Effect of the 
Vhat ſome Heathens have fad to 
the contrary, is moſt fooliſh and extravagant. Good Reaſon 
wills, that we have Recourſe to ſome firſt Cauſe, nt firſt: 
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it. indue the organized Parts of brute Animals with the ſeveral | 
wonderful Jnſtin&ts, which unerringly govern them. | 
immediate 


What is commonly aſcribed to Nature, 3s the 
Adion of the Author f Nature. And the 
God, is his creating Power continually repeated; ſo t his 0 
verning and preſerving Power are, aß it "were, a continuan 20 
his creating Power: We are not only at firſt Seacfally and _ N 
derfully formed, but featfully and be e 

3 from the firſt Conception, the Nerves are aan Fo wile 


„ e catly inſtrumental in 
Em 


Nutrition; ſo, thoſe Parts appear firſt in brio State which 
have moſt Nerves, as the Eyes, the Ears and the Spine. Tis a 


Pleaſure to obſerve the manner of the Growth of the Bones, 


which do not extend in Length at their Ends as the Shoots of | 
Trees do; which Method, as it would be incommibdious, and in- 
conſiſtent with their ſeveral Form and Offices in a growing State; 
ſo there is a wiſe Proviſion adapted to the peculiar Form of the 
ſeveral Bones, ſo as to have ſame other Part of them, in a ductile 
State, which is called Symphyſis, and Suter, which continues 
ſo, as long as the Animal is to be 1 in a growing Condition; and 
then hardens like the reſt of the Bones. 

How beautiful and entertaining a Scene would it be, Ja we 
ſe and underſtand, with what exquiſite Mechaniſm and Tex- 
tuary, all the various Solids of the Body are formed, and the dif- 
ferent of Minuteneſs of the ſeveral Veſſeis and Filters, 
in order to form different Secretions, and to preſerve the Fluids, 


which are naturally tending to Putrefaction, in that due State of 


it which is requiſite for "Healeh? ? For the Digeſtion of Food, 
whether Animal or Vegetable, in the Stomach, is a beginning of 
Putrefaction, which in its due Degree is falutary. And what an 
immenſe Quantity. of this naturally putrefyii Food and: Nouriſh- 
ment mixes. with the Blood, and paſſes off yearly, by Perſpi- 
ration and Reſpiration, Cr. thro” a human Body; the daily 
Supplies of which, are neceſſary to the Support of of Life, together 
with the long Periods of Reſt and Sleep, Which is adapted to 
the half N i dark State of * Globe we live e 


ry 


What 


[61 


Wat a vaſt Variety of Parts, differing from zachioxlier;-apb 


nouriſhed by the ſame' Blood, whereby de are cloathed with. Ne 
and Fleſh, and fenced with Bones and Sinets, and all 'theſe- Parts 
are, not o nly in themſelves of an admirable Texture, but alſo 
juſtly adapt 


to be uſeful to each other? With What excellent 
Art is that curious Hydraulick Engine the Hart formed, 


forcibly to impell the Blood with 3 e the minute 
Channels, and Meanders of the Body? 


The Excellence of Man's Nature, and the different Emotions, 


. and Brightneſs of his Soul, are ſeen through material Organs, and 

are finely delineated in his Face; a friendly Sociableneſs appears 
in his be and that more particularly, in that moſt 
beautiful Organ the Eye, vhich delineates, with a Delicacy 
no Words can expreſs, -the ſeveral Emotions of the Mind 
much that it ſeems to be the moſt immediate Organ of the Soul, 


inſo- 


and its chief Place of Reſidence: That ſurprizing Organ can 
with the greateſt Eaſe, and as it were in an Inſtant, take in ald 
perceive an infinite number of Objects. 

If we proceed to conſider the wonderful Struftuce- of other 
Parts of the Body, the Symmetry and Order of them, how exactly 


Sar e e the Orna- 


ment of the whole? and np in ſo admirable a manner, that 


we cannot change the Situation of any one Part, without ſpoil- 


ing the Beauty and Uſefulneſs of the whole Structure. The 
watchful Ear conveys: diſtinctly an infinite variety of Sounds to 
the Soul, without which Inlet to the Underſtand; 
learn little or nothing. The Organs of Speech are ſo admirably 


contrived, as to diverſifie and form a vaſt variety of Sounds, 


whereby we are enabled to expreſs our Thoughts, and con- 


verſe with each other. Man's exterior Form and erect Poſture, 


beſpeaks his ſuperior Dignity, above all other living Creatures; 


whereby we are the better enabled to look up to Heaven, the 


bleſſed Abode of the great Author of our Life and Being, that 
we may pay him religious Adoration and Worthip; which the 
| brute Beaſts are incapable o. 


How inconceivably fine and various is the Art in forming the 
Parts of the Bodies of Animals, and ranging them in their pro- 


at on the Mechaniſm of the animal we is — 2 | 


3 


„Which 


we could 
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fitted.to facilitate the Motion of it: And it is formed in ſo com- 


pleat a manner, that it may be adapted to the greater variety of 


Motions. What a ſurprizing Art muſt there be, not only in form- 


ing ſo many Parts, and adapting them to each other, but alſo 
in applying a great variety of Powers to move them? The 
Bones of Animals are the Levers, the Tendons or Sinews, the 
Cords; which act by the Contraction of the Muſcles. How ¹6 
many Motions are there in the Hand alone, that curious and 
principal Inſtrument, which Motions can be uſed ſeparately or 
all together! How many different Actions and Directions can we 
give to the Motions of the Arm or Leg ? What a Pleaſure is it 
to contemplate the Goodneſs and Wiſdom, of our Creator, in 
contriying the Art, and continually applying and ſupplying the 
Power, for it is in him that we live, nove and have our Being. 
Such a complicated Machine cannot become à Power to itſelf. 
What an amazing Conſideration is it! that tho ſpontanous and 
involuntary Motions, are exerciſed in the ſame Parts, the ſame 
Nerves, Fibres, and Muſcles of the Body; yet the ſtopping and 
renewing the one, does not hinder or diſturb the other. We be- 
gin, change and modifie the Motiong, that depend upon the ill 
various Ways, while the other Motions continue regular. What 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs is there in this Contrivance? how won- 


derful the Power by which it is performed! how great would 
have been the Inconveniencies, had we been obliged conſtantly 
to attend to the involuntary Motions ef Reſpiration? But to 
obviate this Difficulty was not impoſſible to infinite Wiſdom and 
Power, who does whatever be Phaſes both in Heaven and in Earth, 
Pal. cxxxv. 6. Without the involuntary Motions, the Heart 
could not move; to ſleep and dye had been the fame thing. 
Thus wonderful are the Means that are uſed. to facilitate ſpon- 
taneous and involuntary Motions. Thus amazing the Artifice, 
variouſly to apply the motive Power both to continue the dif- 
ferent Motions that are conſtant, in the ſeveral Parts of the Body, 
as the Heart, : Midriff, and Bowels, and to renew, thoſe Motions 
that are interrupted and reſtored by Turns, 'while we walk or 
ſpeak; and with what ſurprizing Velocity is this Interruption, 
and Renovation of Motion made, by the Fingers in playing on 
a- muſical Inſtrument ? And what an innumerable number of 
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that with the greateſt Facility ?. In which the 5 nee Ani: 5 


to this, or any other Part of the Body. It is the bounden _ 
and proper Em ployment of” rational Beings, to contemplate. and 


in the comparatively very fmall Part of his various Works, 
which we can attain to any eee of, Tor the e 


Brain to every Part of the Body, whereby. the Soul is inſtantly 


fame Time wit che ateſt Facility direct any of the Parts of 
the Body to move. It is very obſervable that They are moſt ex- 


_ are, moſt expoſed to external Objects, there they are moſt ſenſible, 
of Subtilty. The Smell from odoriferons Exhalations of Plants, 


ſenfib 
mediately act on them. But the Nerves which are to con 
the Senſation of Touch, are, not only thin ſpread on the Skin, but 
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harder Objects. For which Reaſon the Senifations' from Touch 
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Pin are ſet in Motion, to to perform * 2 | 


mal has only the Power, not of giving but of directing Motion 


conſider the Goodneſs, Wifdom, and Power, of their Creator, 


inexhauſtible. 
The N erves, thoſe immediate Alen FS Senſe 10 
Motion, are in a moſt wonderful manner diſtributed from the 


informed of any Object that touches the Body, and can at the 


qu ibtely adapted to theit ſeveral Offices, whereby they convey 
different Senſations to us. Thus, where they abound moſt, and 


and convey Senſations from Impreffions of Objects of different 
Degrees of Senſibility. As thie Eye, from Light, the moſt ſubtile 
of all Objects. The Ear from W Ait, 7 next in 


which ariſe probably from their eſſential Oil, whieh are too 
an to affect the Nerves of Taſte, which are not only thin- 
ner ſpread, but alſo ſo covered, on the Tongue, Gk. as to be 

fe only to the Oils or Salts Sc. themſelves which im 


alſo ſheathed or covered to fach a Degree, as not to "IAG ſenſible 
of the lighter Impreſſions of the Gbjects of Bom e 
Smell, Taſte; ; but only of the immediate Impr ef groſſer, 


cannot be conveyett from diſtant Objects, like thoſe of Sight, 
Hearing and Smell. Were any of theſe our Senſes rade ftill 
more ſenſible, they would be fo far from conttibuting- to our 
oreater Happineſs, that they would much incommode us. Thus 
juſtly, in a healthy State, are Objects and our r Senſes wich A 1 
fect 1 — to each otle.. The * 

c 
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e haves remarkable Inſtance, with what great Accuracy, 
and juſt Harmony, Harmony, the. Senſes are adapted to Obje&s; and Ob- 
to the Senſes, from Sir Jac Newton's Diſcoveries” of the 
Nature of Light and Coleurs; who has ſhewn, how Light is 
ound "of ſeveral other primary. Colours, - So the 
| ſtrongeſt, to Green the middle, and Violet the weakeſt. And as 
all theſe are impreſſed on the fame very tender Membrane, the 
Retina, which is ſpread at the Bottom of the Eye, that Senſory 
is made of ſuch a Degree of Senfibility, as to be moſt agreeably 
ated on, by Green the middle Colour for Strength. Had the 
Retina been formed of ſuch a Degree of Senfibility, as to have 
had the moſt agreeable Senſations from Red the ſtrongeſt Colour, 
then it would probably have been too inſenſible of Impreſſions 
from — Colour, Violet. And on the ether Hand, had 
che Retina been formed of ſuch a Degree of tender Senfibility, 


as to have had the moſt harmonious Impreſſions from Violet; 


then it is to be ſuſpected, that the Red would have made _ 
ſtrong andidiſcordant Impreſſions an the Retina. 1 
But when Sickneſs / diſcompoſes the juſt Harmony of the + 
Senſes and Objects, and thereby: withdraws our Senſes from the 
World ; then, even the moſt Objects, ſeem inſipid and 
eable to ſuch a Degree, as at once to wean us from any 
of -worldly Objects; which then appear to us, as mere 
Vanity and nchag;- And, how kind a Procedure of Providence 
is this, in the natural Courſe, thus previouſly to deprive us of 
the Reliſh of worldly Objects, — by drawing the Curtain be- 
tween the World and us, and letting us down gradually, and fo, 
greatly abating the Terrors of Death. The Thought of which 
we well know, is much more terrible to us, if it comes upon us 
at once, in good Health, by any violent, though even leſs pain- 
ful Means, than many kinds of ickneſs give. wa 21 
This is that curious Fabrick, for the rectifying the Diſorders of 
which, God, be maketh all eur Bed in-our Sickneſs, Pſal. xli. 3. 
Las not only created Medicines out of the Earth, Eccluſ. xxxviii. 4. 
but has alſo ordained the PhyGcian to preſcribe the kind and 
Proportion of the Medicine. And aecordingly it is the Advice 
ef the wiſe Son of Syrach. Honour the Phyſician with the Honour 
8 Jer God bath * _ Eccluſ. xxxvill, bg Ars 
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L 
* 


| of the Divine Archit 


Lows a en. may ne 8 Parts of the: Body: tl 


5 3 we ſee Matter | moſt cirion | 
numerable Variety of Shapes, — dm 


| thinks and veafons about an infinite Number of Things, 


and wrong; and is 
Being. And che 


ä [1 rw ] 
Alen l 85s exricinſly wrougbt, ind $60 del tbe hai; toes, 


ben out of Order, by every ignorant Pretender. 


Nor all this admirable Structure can be no tek 4 


4 Work of an [infinitely wile: and powerful Being, as. is evident, 


in innumerable Inſtances, in which the Wilder and Power 
appears. The Signatures of whoſe: Hand 

are ſeen in every Part of: that ſmall Proportion: of them that 

we can diſcover and cobſervey! in eee of what e Ae. 


Ignorant of. - . 


Tis. indeed 411 wude zethe 3 er the-Qu Quality 


of the Maker, or the Excelience of the Werk; for- in order 
to form Man, the infinite Diſtance from nothing to Exiſtence, 
muſt be ſutpaſſed. And with what Wiſdom muſt formleſt 


Matter be wrought into ſuch a vaſt Variety bf Does, 


G 


When we. alte =. View vf dee Workmanthip on Gn * mult 


Habitation for the Soul, and intimately united 10 an intelligent 
Being; which has Power of Reflectionpon.its:own Operations, 5 


and is conſcious not only of what is :prefent;. but can recollect 


what is paſſed, and fometimes penetrate into Futurity: b T | 
At- 

tains to the Kno > of the moſt difficult Arts and Sciences, | 
which is cddoived Wich r rigin Notions of Truth and Error, right 
capable of 'bb{erving Laws, and of knowing 
the fupreine, eternal, and 38 itely hy pa 
nion between'thefe ſo v 

is fo very intimate, that a Thought in the . Molen 
in the Body; and the Motions of the Body produce "Senſation 


and conte 


and Thoughts in the Soul. An Intellect: ſo penetrating as as. This, 


cannot be the Product of mere Chance, and ſlu ggiſh Matter. 


Thus feurfully and wonuer fully are SO Thus great, thus 
Creator. 


to us, is Our 


God. who has thus cari 


corionfly wrought. our - wondherful Frame 


out of che Duft knowing how prone we are to diſorder it, by 
nnn of bis tender Mberly Care for us, has, not only | 


3 | implanted 


hes. * ir 


2 * 11 7 
Plaste in us a ſtrong Deſire of Life, and ſelf Profecamtc 
o has alſo ſtriftly enjoyned us all deſtructive 1 24 
Mid x 77 ker Practice of thoſe Virtues; which ate ſo well 
o our Nature; that they have a natural Tendency, 4 
17 keep the Body in Order, but alſo to give begs ah i. ts 
1 . Fay. W 


12 delicate, this fo curiouſly wrought Frame, often e by 
diſordered, by repeated [regulates of many Kinds, But never. 


before, to the enorm egree, that it has of late Years arrived 

at; by the exceſſive Aan 

mented diftilled ſpirituous Liguers, which make ſuch yearly i 
Devaſtations over the World, as threatens pos Deſtruction, 

101 only of whe, Nee but even of the human 


Species, by; and debaſing the Breed of Man. 


By putting Res 4 a Neceſſity of out but very 


2 


% 


ſe, of that Baue of Human Nature, Fer. 


ſlender Threads of Life, from the thereby vitiated nutritive 


Matter. Thus debaſing the Breed of Man to ſuch a Degree, 


as may. hereafter even require a en of lg to e 8 


cap det rucky Reb af Mon, Eon 
b N e the Nations, with its irrifiſtible Sorceries, that not- 
ecautions, and Remon- 
ſtrances of the College of Phyficians-to the contrary; notwith- 
ſtanding the certain Deſtruction and Death of Thouſands and ten 
Ted probably no leſs than of a Million yearly, all over 


the World, yet it is of no avail to deter Men from frequently 


and. 3 92655 Fe Nore 


withſtanding - the reaſonable friendly Pr 


ing off the envenomed Cup. ß: 
Could we take a View of the Miſeries and Deſtruction, that 


theſe cauſtick burning ſpirituous Liquars bring on Multitudes, 
„in Gainea and America, &c. How 


in many. Nations of Europe, 
aſtoniſhing a Scene- of Horrors and Deſolation would it be ? 


And though vaſt numbers periſh-thereby, yet how little do the 


Rulers of theſe 1 many Nations lay it to "7 168 he except the Heads 
of the poor native wild Indians in Næw England, Virginia, Ca- 
rolina, and other Parts of North America, who being ſenfible of 


the great Deſtruction made among them, by diſi led ot Tu,, 


tis, have e carpeſty . 1 Hoc no fi 


might 


might be {old to their People; the Race of whom is like 


But if the Principle of ſelf Preſervation will not induce to 
take Care of this fo curiouſly wrought Fabrick, .yet the expreſs 


Command of our merciful Creator, ought in Reaſon to awe and 


influence our Conduct. Yet alas! all theſe important Con- 
| fiderations ſeem to have little Weight, with a great Part of Man- 
kind. However, this ſhould not diſcourage all thoſe, that have 


any Bowels of Pity, for thus vilely periſhing human Nature, 


* 


to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours, with redoubled Zeal. to rouſe 
up Mankind to a more general Abhorrence of fo deſtructive a 


Works of God are all wonderful, on Account of thoſe plain 


tegible Characters of Wiſdom and Power, which are apparent in 
them: How ought we then to be ſtruck with Admiration, when 


we contemplate them ? Twill Praiſe thee, ſays holy D avid, r 
am fear fully and wonderfully made, Pfal. cxxxix. 14. And in 
Conformity to this lively Senſe of the Divine Benefits, we ſhould 


with the holy Pſalmiſt raiſe in our Minds a grateful Remembrance 
of the Divine Mercies, and praiſe God, as being fully convinced, 


that he is the Author and continual Preſerver of our Life, by 


his fatherly Care. This is indeed a Duty moſt juſt and reaſon- 


able; for it were great Ingratitude to be ſenſible that God has 


given us our Life, and Being, and formed us in his own Image, 


and yet not to be thankful for ſo great a Favour. ' The Con- 


ſideration that we are the Creatures and Servants of fo great and 


glorious a Being, ſhould in Reaſon fill us with the higheſt pleaſ- 
ing Aſſurance of the Love and Favour, of our great Creator and 


' merciful Redeemer; and with the utmoſt Gratitude for the 


Obligations, that are ever flowing upon us from his unlimited 


Bounty. Who is .the lifter up of cur Head, Pfal. iii. 3. The 
Health of our Countenance and our God, Pal. iti. 5. Now the 
- Greatneſs and Importance of the Favour, much inhances the 


' Guilt of the Ingratitude ; God in his Mercy thought on us, be- 


3 | fore 


be extinguiſhed by it. And except alſo in this Nation, as ap to 
by the Attempts made of late, to lay ſome Reſtraint, on pl oy f 
vhen found requiſitmmeeGGGe. e 


bee wo! dad ay Ealbenee, ont e eee 


and welbpleaſing to him, who gave Man Underſtanding, to ſee - 
the Order, the Beauty and Grandeur of his Works, and there- 


Ihe Ends f c arhich Gochenade u us, were not only to bleſs us 


Habitation, that we might ſet our Affections on Things on Earth, . 
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now. that he rp given us, not only our Being, but our well-being „ 1 
alſo? He has formed us after his own Image, in giving us a Soul. — 
which makes us ſuperior. to all other viſible Creatures, and an 
Underſtanding; next in Degree to that of Angels ; fo that it were «e 6 


Diſgrace and Diſhononr to our Nature to be unmindful of him 2 
who made us. As God has exerted his infinite Power, Wiſdom : ——- 
and. Goodneſs in the Creation of this World, and alſo given Men 5 


Underſtanding to ſee and oontemplate that Wiſdom, Power and. 
Goodneſs, to adore, admire and praiſe him, it cannet be in- 
different: whether we do it or not; but muſt needs be acceptable 


by diſcover -his Excellence, Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs: to- 
make Man ſenſible of his conſtant Dependance on God for every 
9 he enjoys, and nen for. bis unn n,. ; 


with the Enjoyment of Life and + Happineſs, but alſo that we 
might ſerve and glorify-our great Creator. God has not formed 
us with ſo much Care, nor placed us in this ſo well furniſhed a 


and become the vile Slaves to Senſuality, but has ſent us into 
the World to glorify him, in Acts of Piety and Religion, by - 
avoiding. what is irregular,” and living in- tho Practice of WI: 
virtuous Actions. 

God ſays, by the Mouth of the Prophet Iſaiah, T have cone. 
him for ny Glory, xliii. 7. Wherefore it were better for us never 
to have been born, than not to anſwer this great End of our 
Creation: For God has declared by the fame Prophet, That he 
that made them, aill not haue Mercy on. ſuch,. and be that fend 
them will fbew them.noFavour,. XXyii.- 11. 

Are -we then God's OR © his Children, an; the Work 
of his Hands, and ſhall we neglect or refuſe to obey our Creator, 
our merciful F ather, and he-that made and preſerves us. A Son | > 
bonoureth - his Father, and a. . Servant bis Maſter. If I then be a —_— 
Father, where is mine Honour ? And if I be a Father, aubere is ny | - 


Fear? ſaith the Lord ef "Hoſts, Mal. i. 6. !Tis-certainly the, | 9 


greateſt 


* 


| * can as eaſily reduce him to his frimitivs Nothing, . * be at 
firſt created him. 


IJ not forget thee ; behold I have graven - thee upon the Palms 
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greateſt, Igſolence for the Creature to rebel anilaſt by Creator; . 


God as Creator *. Mankind, has the. moſt Laberly Tender. 


- nels for him. I will not contend for ever, neither noill I be. 


Wrath, faith the Lord, for the Spirit ſhould fail * . Ah * 
Sault which I have made, Ia, lyu. 16. 


His ling Kindneſe, 3s the Plalmiſt elegantly exprofics it, 
Better than Life iti, Pſal. Ixiii. 3. And bis rity pe Ts 


for us, far exceeds that of Parents to their Children, 26 God 


himſelf emphatically aſſures us by the Mouth of his Prophet. 
Can @ Woman forget ber fucking Child, that foe. ſhould not þ ita 
Compaſſion on the. Son of her Womb, yea they may forget, yet will 


of. my 
Hands, Iſai. xlix.' 15, 16. And in another Place. Haw. ſhall 1 


give thee up Ephraim? how ſpall T ſet thee. as Zeboim, mine Heart 


id turned within me, my Repentings are kindled together ; I wil nat 


execute the Fierceneſs of mine Anger, I will not return to deſtrey 
Ephraim, for I am God and not Man, Hol. xi. 8, 9. But when 


Mien harden themſelves in Wickedneſs, when Men deſpiſe the 


Riches of his Goodneſs, Patience, and long Suffering, who moſt 


_ (tenderly invites them to Repentance, then God becomes a ſevere, 
and inexorable Judge, he then no longer looks on them as his 


:Creatures but his Enemies. 


Ho great is the Ingratitude to olfand that kind and bench- 
cent Being, who, without any ſelfiſh Views, has created and 


formed us aut of nothing, to be Partakers of much Happineſs 


here in this Life, and that unſpeakable” and eternal in the Life to 
come. It were the Exceſs of Folly to flight and diſobey thoſe 
Laws, which God has graciouſly oo”, us, purely for our own 
Good, in order to exalt our Nature, and to endaw us with thoſe 


virtuous Diſpoſitions, Which are in their πn Nature neceſſary 


to capacitate us for the Enjoyment of the exalted Happineſs of a | 
future State. Are we then thus bappily placed in a progreflive 
State of exalting our Nature, and being Kill happier and happier 
0 all Eternity? And fall we neglect to make a right Uſe of 
this maſt important and deſtcable Situation, in which our merci- 


Aul e aac Who i withal ever willing and ready; 


ill farther in Continuance to exert his Wiſdom, Goodneſs dg. 
Power, towards our attaining the great End of our Being, a 5 5 
future exalted, and eternal State of Har ppineſs. But if we neglect Es 
heſe his gracidus Offers,. this important and greatly intereſting. | 1 


- 
« 


5 portunity, of working out our Salvation; and notwithſtand. 

; Alz All that God has done, and is ever ready to do for us, will. 4 

| diſobey God's Laws, and be refraftory and impenitent, then we. © 
may be aſſured, that God will exert his vengeful Wrath and | 

| Power, in our everlaſting Perdition and Deftrudtion; 

Have we at any Time offended our good: God, let us repent, , 

x and he will, like the Father of the Prodigal, run to meet us, and 

imbrace us in the Arms of his Mercy; he will cheriſh us as his 

| Children, as his Creatures that he Has formed. in his Image, and' _ 

| | redeemed by the Blood of: his Sons. And after having granted us 

z | his Protection and loving Kindneſs bert on Earth, he will raiſe us 4 

| to Heaven, to make us the happy Partakers of his Glory and Im- 

| : mortality for ever. Which G04 of his infinite Mercy grant we 

3 may all be, in and through the alone 3 of our bleſſed Lordi 

| and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, To whom 88 
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